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for a moment a sort of hero from the realms
of light descending into the nether regions
and throwing a sop of reason into the jaws
of snarling prejudice and frantic error. Or
if the class was small, and only two or three
were gathered together, he might imagine
instead that he was sowing seeds of wisdom,
warmed by affection, in the minds of genuine
disciples, future tabernacles of the truth.
It is possible that if the reality had corre-
sponded more nearly with these dreams, and
Harvard had actually been an adult univer-
sity, philosophers there might have distilled
their doctrines into a greater purity. As
it was, Harvard philosophy had an opposite
merit: it represented faithfully the com-
plex inspiration of the place and hour. As
the university was a local puritan college
opening its windows to the scientific world,
so at least the two most gifted of its philo-
sophers were men of intense feeling, religious
and romantic, but attentive to the facts of
nature and the currents of worldly opinion;
and each of them felt himself bound by two
different responsibilities, that of describing
things as they are, and that of finding them
propitious to certain preconceived human